[image: image1.jpg]


 
Biography 
 Dr Shane Farrelly MFOM, International Occupational Health Specialist, CEO & Medical Director SomarMed and Shane Farrelly Unipessoal LDA, Portugal 
                              www.somarmed.com

Dr Farrelly is a graduate of the Royal College of Surgeons of Ireland (1982) and completed his training as an Occupational Health Specialist in Canada (1986)
He returned to Ireland in 1988 where he continues to work as an occupational health specialist.

He was resident in Sao Paulo between July 2015 and December 2017 and during this time also travelled to South, Central, North America and Europe to provide Occupational Health & Environmental Guidance to companies with a Global footprint to help consolidate best practice throughout the organisations he provides assistance to.
Dr Farrelly is currently resident in Lisbon but divides his time between South America, North America, United Kingdom, Ireland and mainland Europe

He currently travels to Brazil, South and North America every 12 weeks and spends the rest of his time consulting in the UK, Ireland and mainland Europe

He has also consulted in India and China and remains available to consult in Asia-Pacific.

He is CEO and Medical Director to SomarMed and Shane Farrelly Unipessoal LDA, Portugal 
Between 1985 and 1988 he worked as an Occupational Health Physician in Canada and was appointed Medical Examiner for the Workman’s Compensation Board.

He completed his training as an Occupational Health specialist whilst working for the petro-chemical industry (1986) where he worked as an Occupational Health Physician:
1.  Assessing occupational health risk

2. Ensuring companies compliant with local Health&Safety legislation

3. Putting in place appropriate rehabilitation programmes to return employees to their pre-injury or pre-illness function. 
4. Cost-Benefit Analysis of Interventions to ensure employees returned home safe
5. An integral part of the EHS  and Management team
On his return to Ireland in 1988 and in his role as a Global Occupational Health Specialist since , he has taken a very proactive approach in providing guidance to the onsite occupational health physician to case manage an employee’s injury/illness in conjunction with their Family Physician and attending Consultant to help facilitate a return to work.
This has significantly reduced Company costs and retained valuable employees in work.
Dr Farrelly carries out Global Occupational Health Reviews to:
1. Identify gaps to best international practice

2. Put together programmes to bridge any gaps identified

3. Implement the programmes with support of local EHS & Management

4. Provide support to Corporate Occupational Health Directors
5. Ensure local occupational health providers compliant with local health & safety legislation and International Best Practice
Dr Farrelly is:

·  CEO and Medical Director of SomarMed SA-A specialist International Occupational Medicine Consultancy Firm.(www.somarmed.com )
· Senior International Occupational Health Specialist for Medlock Consulting (U.S.A.) www.medlockconsulting.com 
· Senior Medical Advisor to Eir(www.eir.ie )
· An Independent Medical Adviser to the Irish Injuries Board (www.injuriesboard.ie )
· Senior Medical Advisor to the Irish Health & Safety Authority (www.hsa.ie ) 
· Regional Health Manager to a number of European companies with a footprint in North, Central & South America.

 Through his appointment as Independent Medical Assessor to the Irish State Claims Agency (2001) and the Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurances (1991), he has gained significant experience in the medical assessment of employer liability related cases.
 Dr Farrelly has also advised the Irish Equality Authority on an independent basis.
 He was appointed as Senior Medical Advisor to the Irish Health and Safety Authority in 2014, a role he continues in.
He has also been an advisor to the European Foundation and the Irish Aviation Authority.

He has acted as an expert witness since 1988 and provides assistance to the European courts in Complex Occupational Health cases. 
He is an expert in rehabilitating employees with long term absence back to work and has worked with the insurance industry in producing and implementing proven and effective rehabilitation programmes.

He is an expert in Absence Management and has produced and implemented programmes which have significantly reduced short, medium and long term absence internationally.

He is a senior medical adviser to pension funds on criteria for ill health retirement

Dr Farrelly has 25 years’ experience as an expert in International Occupational Medicine.

He is a consultant to a number of International Companies providing guidance to the Companies Corporate Health Departments in the design and implementation of Global Occupational Health Programmes.

His leadership skills have enabled the implementation of these programmes through transformational leadership in Canada, Ireland, United Kingdom, Europe, North, and Central & South America.

He is an expert in case management and has experience in leading global international multi-disciplinary teams.

Dr Farrelly firmly believes employees are an organisation’s best asset and fully subscribes to the notion of a Healthy Workforce.

Cost is also of importance to organisations and Shane has put in place global cost saving occupational health programmes which also improve the health of employees.

Dr Farrelly has successfully used the current NIOSH Total Worker Health initiative globally for the last 25 years with proven return on investment and improved employee well-being.

Dr Farrelly has worked in senior occupational health positions across all industries including but not limited to:

Oil

Bio-fuels

Wind farms

Fire-Brigade

City Council

Hydro Plants

Incinerators/Waste Disposal Plants

Chemical

Health Care

Food Production

Meat Industry

Pharmaceutical

Manufacturing

Education/Universities

Telecommunications

TV

Press

Entertainment Industry-Musicians and Actors in Film and Theatre

Banking

Retail

Government Agencies

Construction

Quarries

Forestry

Information Technology

Rail

Transport

Aviation Industry-including the role of Chief Occupational and Environmental Medical Health Specialist to the Irish Aviation Authority

Dr Farrelly lectures extensively on workplace health including;
· To under and postgraduate medical students.
· Occupational Health Nurses/Advisers
·  Health & Safety undergraduate students.
· On occupational health issues from both a medical and legal perspective to Human Resources professionals  
· To the Chartered Institute of Personnel and Development(www.cipd.ie )
· To the Insurance industry.
· Regularly provides presentations to senior management in industry on occupational health issues. 
Dr. Farrelly has worked with clients on the development of various occupational health policies including but not limited to the following: 
· Mental Well Being at Work and the development of a risk assessment tool for early recognition of employees at risk.
· Substance Misuse Policies.
· Absence Management Policies.
· Trans Gender Policies

· Corporate Health Policies for Multi-Nationals

· Corporate Wellness Programmes.

·  National Flu Pandemic Programme.
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 

Dr. Shane Farrelly is a member of the following medical networks and associations:
·  ACOEM-American College of Occupational and Environmental Medicine

·  ACGIH- American Conference of Governmental Industrial Hygienists
·  AHIA-    American Industrial Hygienists Association
·  WHWB-Workplace Health without Borders
· MEDICHEM-the international scientific association for occupational and environmental health in the production and use of chemicals (www.medichem.org )
·  HEOPS – professional association for all OH physicians working in the UK education sector
· ALAMA – association of local authority medical advisors (UK)
· ANHOPS – association of OH physicians who provide OH services to NHS employers (i.e. to hospital employers in UK)
· Dr Farrelly is a member of the forum of HSE Occupational Health physicians
· ISOM – Irish society of Occupational Medicine
· Fellow of Royal Academy of Medicine
· SOM – Society of Occupational Medicine (UK & NI)
· Dr. Farrelly is a member of both Faculties and holds dual registration in Ireland and the United Kingdom on the Occupational Health Specialist Register
   PROFESSIONAL INTERESTS:
· Stress and Rehabilitation
· Disability and Work

· Mental Health

· Cost saving Programmes for companies

· Prevention of Presenteeism

· Total Worker Health

· Increased Productivity

· How to maintain work/life Balance

· Resilience Training

· Conflict Resolution
· Absence Management
· Risk based Health & Safety Interventions
· Claim Management

· Health Promotion

· Lecturing on Occupational & Environmental Health
Referees can be provided on request.

